DARK HISTORY OF THE WATERBURY INN  -  The Murder(?)

The Inn once stood at the corner of South Main and Park Row.  Built without blueprints shortly after the Civil War, the Inn continued to expand and improve until it became a “destination resort.”  Easy highway and railroad access made it a very popular vacation spot into the early 1950s.  Tourists were drawn especially from New England, New York, and Canada.  The Waterbury Inn was most popular with those of upper income levels.

On the morning of March 18, 1950, the partially clad body of the owner, Pauline Gill Molony (41) was found in a rear alley, face-up and spread-eagled in the fresh, wind-blown, snow.  Waterbury doctors Orton and Wright were summoned, but despite the urging of Eric Graves, the Health Officer, both were unwilling to sign a Death Certificate.  Each doctor agreed that the cause of death was open to question since there was no obvious fatal mark on her body and no known prior medical condition.  Other marks on her hands and knees appeared suspicious.
Finally, in early evening, her husband - Edmond Molony, finally contacted the Waterbury Police Chief, Forrest N. Reber, who in turn seems to have contacted the three-year-old Vermont State Police.  At the urging of an alcoholic doctor, Henry St. Antoine, who resided at the Inn, Mr. Molony requested an autopsy.  Dr. Joseph W. Spelman, the Vermont State Medical Examiner, conducted the autopsy that evening inside the V.L. Perkins Funeral Home.  It was discovered that Mrs. Molony had died of a blow low on the back of her head.  A cerebral hemorrhage was the cause of death.  The death certificate states that they cause remained under investigation and has never been amended.
The State Police then launched a full investigation.  Immediately, it became obvious that there was some limited evidence she could have fallen on the ice, hit her head on the corner of the building, and crawled a short distance until overcome by her injury and the cold.  On the other hand, there was a rich lot of possible suspects and nobody could explain why she was found outdoors with so little clothing in March.  Likewise, nobody could fully explain the blood spotting and other evidence at the scene.  For example, one of her socks was found the next morning several hundred feet away in Dr. Orton’s driveway.

The suspects:



1)  Edmond Molony (53):  Husband who told a somewhat confusing story and admitted



to having a fight the night before her death.  He heaped suspicion on himself in a number



of ways.  One example was the immediate removal and washing of the limited clothing



in which she had been found.  He later had a hard time producing these items for the 

police.  Additionally, he didn’t notify any law enforcement agency of his wife’s death for

nearly 12 hours.  He was transported out of state for a polygraph with the results having 

apparently been inconclusive.
2)  Dr. Henry St. Antoine (59) :  The recently fired and alcoholic physician from the

Vermont State Hospital.  St. Antoine was living at the Inn and apparently not paying for

his room and board.  It would appear that the Molony’s were planning to evict him.
3)  Raymond “Buddy” Briggs (19):  Mrs. Molony’s nephew that worked as a bellhop at

the Inn.  It was he who found her body in the snow.

4)  Rupert B. Cutting (67):  Front Desk Clerk on duty and the last person to admit to 

seeing her alive.  Investigators determined that Cutting had previously run a house of 

prostitution in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom.  His past was clearly not a clean slate.
5)  Richard M. Brown (46):  Former patient at the Vermont State Hospital and 

employed at the Inn in exchange for room and board.  Brown was apparently ill treated 

by Mr. Molony.  He made a poor witness.
6)  Meridan H. Nelson (40):  Refrigeration repairman that had worked on the freezer at 

the Inn.  Mrs. Molony had been convinced that someone had been stealing meat from the 

freezer.  There was initial speculation that she was checking the freezer and had surprised 

a thief in the act.  Local rumor continues to indicate that he was a “womanizer.”
The case remains as an officially unsolved/untimely death.  A key reason is the subsequent events that overtook the primary suspects.


a)  Rupert Cutting died of a heart attack within eight months.


b)  Dr. St. Antoine committed suicide in July of 1951.


c)  Edmond Molony died of cancer in July of 1952.


d)  Richard Brown was incapable of providing meaningful testimony.

With the subsequent disappearance of the building itself (burned on November 3/4, 1953) and the loss of the entire Waterbury Police file and most of the Vermont State Police file, this case may no longer be solvable unless a new witness(s) comes forward.
Note:  The WPD file is believed to be buried under the parking lot on the south side of the Waterbury Fire Department.  When the town office on that location was razed in the 1970s, a decision was made to bury the old WPD files in the paved-over cellar hole to save the expense of trucking them to a landfill.

DARK HISTORY OF THE WATERBURY INN  -  The Fire

At about 02:40 in the early morning hours of November 04, 1953 smoke was smelled in an upstairs hallway of the Inn.  Almost within the hour, the massive structure had burned to the ground.  It took days for the ashes to cool.

By 1953, the Inn had fallen into serious financial trouble and was barely kept solvent by the sales in its bar.  On the morning of the fire, Molony was set to appear in front of the Vermont Liquor Control Board to answer for a series of violations.  It is highly probable that the Inn was about to lose its license to sell alcohol, the last remaining source of steady income for the business.

Arson was immediately suspected because the manager, Robert Molony (31) had helped to get the patrons aroused and safely outside.  He then insisted on going back inside to rescue the handyman, Richard Brown.  Molony tore himself away from a neighbor and dashed up the steps and into the now blazing interior.  He did not come back out the front and witnesses later claimed to have seen him exit the rear of the building and run down the railroad tracks.  Other witnesses later claimed to have seen Molony in Burlington during the days after the fire.

Once the ashes had cooled and volunteers were able to search, a collection of about 200 bone fragments, a set of car keys, and a belt buckle were found in the general area that had once been the lobby.  In a detailed investigation, detectives were eventually able to conclusively prove that a specific false tooth found in the bones had belonged to Robert Molony.  The belt buckle and car keys were both also identified as belonging to the victim.

Although never proven beyond all reasonable doubt, investigators eventually concluded that the fire was most probably “accidental.”  Testimony revealed that Molony and friends had gotten intoxicated and one of them had probably dumped live cigarette ashes into a wastebasket near the front desk.  These smoldered for a while but once erupting in flame, quickly consumed the wooden building.  A photograph surfaced in the 1990s that clearly shows the fire just beginning in the lobby.  The arson investigators never saw this dramatic photograph.

The handyman, Richard Brown, was found hiding in a horse barn several days after the fire.  The fire further damaged his fragile mental condition and he was recommitted to the Vermont State Hospital.  (Because of his hiding, it was initially assumed that he too had died in the flames.)

This remains as the largest fire in the history of Waterbury.  Not only did the Inn burn but other buildings along Park Row were also consumed in the massive flames.

(The original structure on this location had been the Washington House, which burned in 1858.)

Note:  The Vermont State Police fire investigative file (Case #49-200) contains a great deal of testimony from supposed eyewitnesses.  A key question was where did the fire originate?  Several witnesses made claims placing the origin at multiple locations inside and outside of the structure.

In 2000, the Waterbury Historical Society uncovered a photograph in private hands showing patrons coming out the front door in their night clothes.  The photo had been taken by 18-year-old Gwen Miller on her Kodak Brownie camera and retained by her family for 47 years.  In the photo, the fire is seen clearly confined to the lobby at its early stage.  The investigators in 1953 never had the benefit of knowing about or seeing this photograph.

