UNVEILING OF MONUMENT

In memory of four U.S. Army officers killed Christmas Night 1935

in a fire at the Officer’s Quarters

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

Former site of CCC Camp Charles M. Smith

Little River Dam – Waterbury

Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 10:00 AM
Ceremony to unveil the restored CCC monument in honor of:

Captain Edwin Warren Boothby
Watertown, MA

1st Lt. Charles Henry Brooks
Northfield, VT

1st Lt. Leonard Boast Bushey
Concord, NH

Captain Roland Daniel Potter
Northfield, VT

Captain Boothby was career U.S. Army having been born in Portland, Maine.

He was the Assistant Inspector of the Sixth CCC District and had been working
on the Winooski Valley flood control project since it started.  He left a wife and

two children.  In Room #8 on the night of the fire.  Buried in Watertown, 

Massachusetts.  He was 37.
Lt. Brooks was a graduate of Norwich University and worked on the family farm

in Northfield until leaving to work for the State Highway Department.  In 1934

he enlisted in the CCC.  He had also worked on the CCC dam at Wrightsville.  
Brooks survived the fire but died the following day at the Heaton Hospital in 
Montpelier.  He left a wife and two children.  In Room #12 on the night of the
fire.  Buried in Irasville, Vermont.  He was 30.
Lt. Bushey was a graduate of the University of New Hampshire and was career

U.S. Army having first been in the Coast Artillery.  Bushey was the youngest

officer at Camp Smith and was assistant commander of the 1122nd CCC Company.
Bushey was a newlywed.  In Room #13 on the night of the fire.  Buried in Portland, Maine.  He was 26.
Captain Potter was the commanding officer of the 1118th CCC Company.  

Potter had been the Director of Athletics at Norwich University from 1920

to 1935 when he left to enter the U.S. Army Special Reserve.  In Room #14

on the night of the fire.  Buried in West Boylston, Massachusetts.  He was 52.
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At approximately 2:45 AM on Christmas Night 1935 the Camp Smith telephone operator, David J. Meany, looked at the Officer’s Quarters through the darkness but saw nothing unusual.  Within ten quick minutes, an exhausted and out-of-breath Lt. Sylvester Parshley burst through the door and collapsed while hollering an alarm of a fire in the Officer’s Quarters.  Meany looked out the window and saw the nearby building already nearly fully engulfed.
From within the Officer’s Quarters somebody managed to call Eva Camley, the Waterbury Telephone Operator.  She listened in alarm to the sounds of hollering and screams as the phone was quickly dropped but continued to function.  (It was probably Lt. Bushey who made this call.)

Mrs. Camley summoned the Waterbury Fire Department.  As firefighters arrived at the station, in below freezing weather, they saw the sky to the north already had an orange glow.  Montpelier Fire Department was then quickly summoned for mutual aid.  Camp Smith’s own meager “fire department” had already been instantly overwhelmed.
18 residents desperately scrambled to get out of the building as fire seemed to come from all directions.  Lt. Brooks was found on the floor and dragged into the snow outdoors but not before he was badly burned and his lungs filled with super-heated air.
Within 12 to 15 minutes, the entire structure was level to the ground.  Boothby, Bushey, and Potter never made it out.  Brooks died the next day in the Heaton Hospital in Montpelier.
The Board of Inquiry was never able to determine the cause of the fire.  Unofficial speculation has long pointed to an accumulation of methane gas given off by the coal burning stoves used in each room.  Two recently discovered photographs of the fire in progress seem to confirm this theory as fire can be seen at both ends of the 160’ x 185’ building in the early stage.

The following entities made possible the replacement of the original bronze plaque,

movement of the stone, site placement, and landscaping.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Waterbury Historical Society Inc.

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation

Raito Construction Inc.
Green Mountain Power

Supporting the Ceremony:

American Legion Post #59

Waterbury Village Fire Department

Montpelier Fire Department

Waterbury Ambulance Service Inc

This fire was the single worst disaster encountered by the CCC in Vermont.

INVITATION TO ATTEND/PARTICIPATE IN THE
UNVEILING OF MONUMENT

In memory of four U.S. Army officers killed Christmas Night 1935

in a fire at the Officer’s Quarters

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

Former site of CCC Camp Charles M. Smith

Little River Dam – Waterbury

On Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 10:00 AM a ceremony will be held (rain or shine) to unveil the restored CCC monument in honor of:

Captain Edwin Warren Boothby
Watertown, MA

1st Lt. Charles Henry Brooks
Northfield, VT

1st Lt. Leonard Boast Bushey
Concord, NH

Captain Roland Daniel Potter
Northfield, VT
RSVP requested to:

Brian Lindner

Waterbury Historical Society Inc.

802-229-3880

802-229-3868  -  fax

BLindner@Nationallife.com
DIRECTIONS:

I-89 to Exit 10 in Waterbury

Proceed south on Route 100

Turn right/north onto Route 2

In 1.5 miles turn right onto Little River Road

passing under I-89

Follow Little River Road to the ceremony

